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Environmental Risks and Policy Making :

Examining the EIA Controversies of
CTSP-1V

Wenling Tu”

As the environmental risks accompanying technological
advancement become more complicated, the relevant public risk
policies encounter enormous challenges. This paper focuses upon the
subject of environmental impact assessment of High-Tech Park
development. The EIA processes on Central Taiwan Science Park
(CTSP) face increasing counter discourses and questions because of
its unknown risks. Such environmental controversies disclose a
proposition that the process of risk assessment and decision making is
not only scientific but also a political process involving
environmental governance.

As a case study on the controversies of CTSP-IV, this paper
discusses how the technocrats communicate, interpret, and defend
their policy under public scrutiny. In addition, it probes the
technology politics and the features of environmental governance
within the process above. By analyzing news, archives, and notes

from participant observations, we contrast public opinions with

* Associate Professor, Department of Public Administration, National Chengchi University.
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official reactions during the EIA process of CTSP-IV. Through this
case, we investigate the official attitude towards risk management, the
technological politics behind the scene, and the reason why
environmental controversies of high-tech development have never

been resolved.

Key words: environmental controversy, public decision making,
CTSP-1V, environmental impact assessment (EIA), risk

assessment, technological politics
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